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Larry Lewis elected HMB president

On the cover

by Jim Newton
HomeMhlloft lolrd

Larry l. Lewis, president of HanniballaGrange College in Hannibal, Mo., has
been elected president of the Southern Baptist Convention's Hom e Mission Board.
Lewis, 52, was recommended to the position by a seven-member sea rch com mittee
during a called meeting of Home Mission
Board directors on April 10.

Troy L. Morrison , chairman of the search
committee recommending l.e\.vis for the
position, said the committee was unanimous

in its choice.
Before assuming the college presid~ncy in

1981, Lewis was pastor of Tower Grove
Church in St. Louis. Previously, he had been
director of religious education for the Bap-

tist Convention of Pennsylvania-South Jersey,
ABN~IMillt.GII

· Why do we give? Because our Cooperative
P(ogram dollars help foster ministries like

Pulaski Association's new fire station chapfain-

c:y program. Above, Ray Branscum, pastor at
Holly Springs Church and part-time chaplain
for Little Rock fireman, looks in on activities
at the downtown Littfe Rock station. Your

church's participation in "Missions Advance
87-89" will help keep Arkansas Baptis!5

and. pastor of a Nevv jersey c hurc h and a
chu rch in Columbus, O hio.
Lewis was one of 64 candidates for the

position to succeed' William G. Tanner of
Oklahoma City, w ho resigned last June. Morrison said the committee intervievv-ed 10 candidates and felt Lewis was best qua lified for
the nomination.
"Aher an interview w ith Or. Le-Nis on
March 9, we became convinced that God
was leading the committee to nominate him
as presiden t;' said Morrison.

" Larry Lewis is deeply committed to mis·
sions and evangelism and comes with a
background of both state convention experience a nd service as pastor of three fastgrD'Wing c hurches in urban settings; • said
Morrison . ' We believe he can gi.ve creative
direction to the Home Mission Board's emphasis on reachi ng America's great cities
with the gospel : '
A native of Missouri who grew up on a
family fa rm near Centralia, Mo., l.e\.vis said
he understands both the problems of reaching the cities·and the needs of rural people.
He said he appreciates all the Home Mission Board has been doing to reach the cities
and minister to victims of the farm crisis and
is anxious for the board to do more in. th ese
areas.
" I' m a church planter at heart," he said.
" My greatest joy a nd fu lfillme nt in life has
come in sta rting a new church and building
it into a st rong, vibra nt wi tness for Christ. I
have a deep, life-long commi tment to the
Home Mission Board's efforts of starti ng new
churches."
A graduate of So uthwestern Baptist
Theologica l Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas,
t.e.vis also is a graduate of HannibalLaGrange and the University of Missouri. He
has a doctor of ministry degree fro m l uther
Rice Seminary in jacksonville, Fla.

pushing onwa,P to new heigh!S of ministry.

In this .issue
8 through it all
One Arkansas pastor and his family struggle
with cancer and find God at work in the
midst of their trials.

·

13 raising up leaders
As Baptists minister to students around the

world, they reach generations yet to come.
Zambia will one day be a better place
because oJJe student-now a new Rhodes
scholar.::.."\v~):touched by Baptist missionS:-1
..:or , ,;i"

'tP

Lone Rock dedication-Lone Rock Church dedicated the remodeling of its facilities

·' 00 April S. Remodeling costs totaled approximately $ 10,000 with donated labor. The
ABSC Missio ns Department donated $2,500 toward the cost. The remodeling included interior paneling, carpeting, a new ceiling afld roof, three new classrooms, and
new pews and light fixtures. When Pastor Paul Huskey accepted the church two yea rs
ago, the ch urch had ceased to meet for approximately six months. The congrega tion
is now averaging 45 in Sunday Schoo f and 55 in worship. On April 5 eight people
were baptized. Those participating in the dedicatory service included former pastor
and associatio'naf Director of Missions Troy Melton, who brought the dedicatory prayer,
State Director of Missions Conway Sawyer, and Pastor Paul Huskey. The morning
message was delivered by ABN editor}. Everett Sneed.
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He arose!

J. Everett Sneed

This coming lord's day is Easter. The resurrection of Christ is
fundamental to the Christian faith. Without this marvelous event,
Christianity would be reduced to a system of mea ningless
philosophy. But the historicity of the resurrection of our lord is
attested to better than most of the events of history. Hence, it is
important for Christians to take a moment to review both the proof
and the purpose of the resu rrection.
Christ made at least 10 sepa rate appearances aher his resurrection, providing ample evidence of the event. The disciples did
not expect Christ to be resu rrected from the dead (luke 24:1 1, 21ff;
John 20:24-25; Matt . 28.:ln. When their leader was crucified all
hope was gone and total despair fell upon them. When they came
to believe the resurrection , it was because of the certainty of the
evidence.
The people to whom Jesus appeared attest to the va lidity of
the resurrection . The angels instructed th e women who came to
the sepulcher, " ... go your way, tell his disciples and Peter .
"
(Mark 16:7). It would have been normal for those who had been
loyal to Christ to have hated Peter for the denial he had made of
him. But the ri sen lord made one of his first appea ra nces to the
errant disciple, so th at his strength could be renev-ted.
Another appearance was mad e to Jam es the half-brother of
Jesus. None of Jesus' own family accepted him as Messiah until
after the resurrection. His family believed him to be mad Uohn
7:5; Mark 3:21). When Christ appeared to james, he not o nly
became a believer but a key leader in the Jerusalem church.
Further witness to the validity of the resurrection is gained from
the testimony of Paul. Prior to Paul's experience on the Damascu s
Road, it was his intent to destroy Ch rist ianity. But after Christ's appearance, Paul became one of Christianity's greatest eva ngels. This
evid ence comes in the letters of Paul.
The empty tomb further attests to the validity of the bodily
resurrection of Christ. Other religions have carefully preserved the
burial site of the ir found e r. Christianity is unique in that an empty
tomb declares the resurrection of Christ.
Skeptics have labored ardently from the first century in an attempt to explain away the resurrection of Christ. For example, the
Sanhed rin gave money to the soldiers who were left to guard
Christ's grave. They instructed the sold iers on what they were to
say to anyone who might approach them . The council's instruction was, " ... His (Christ) disciples came by night, and stole him
away while we slept" (Matt. 28:13).
It is illogical to believe that the disciples of Christ would have
stolen his body, destroyed it, and then died for an untruth . Of th e

#

original 11 apostles, all died martyrs' deaths except John the beloved disciple.
The resurrectio n gives purpose to Christianity. The fact that
Christ was not held captive by the bonds of death means th at he
will be victorious over all adversaries. False teachings will never
stop the spread of Christianity. Many of the adversaries of Christianity must have felt that the few fishermen who started out to
tell the story of Christ were absolute fools. The heathen re ligions
were well established. These false religions were beautiful, lavis h,
and appealed to the nature of man . Any unbeliever who lived in
the first century would have said to the fishermen , " Go home!
Do you think that you are going to overthrow the religious system
of our day?" But today the religions of the Greeks and Romans
a re gone, and Christianity has grown to worldwide proportions.
Fina lly, Chri st's victory over the bonds of death dec lares that
Christia ns, too, will have this same victory. John, the beloved disciple, said , "Now we are the sons of God and it doth not yet appea r what we shall be: but we know that when he shall appea r,
we shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3:2) .
The Scripture further teaches us that jesus will be the same
in ete rnity as he was after the resurrection . Therefore, examination oft he resurrected Christ will reveal the manner of Christia ns'
heavenly existence. We w ill be substantive beings. We will know
and be known as we are. But sorrow, grief, disappointment, and
death will be wiped away.
After the resurrection, Christ possessed a body of flesh and
bone. Jesus offered Thomas the opportu nity of feeling his hand
and his side Uohn 20:27). Much st ress is placed on the physical
body of Ch ri st both before and after his resurrection in the New
Testament. This was essentia l, since the Gnostics, a pseudo Christian cult, denied the bodily existence of Christ.
The resurrected Christ also was easily recognized by his
fo llowers. The only exception to his quick identification was when
he walked with the two men on the road to Emmaus. In this instance, their eyes were "beholden that they should not knOIN him"
(Luke 24:16). Paul emphasizes that Christians will know each other,
just as they did prior to the resurrection, by saying "... then shall
I know even as I also a m known" (1 Cor. 13:12).
The power of the resurrection is the greatest power in the
universe. Because jesus triumphed over sin , Satan has been
defeated. As we contemplate the resurrection, we should shout
wit h the songwriter, " He arose! He arose! Hallelujah Christ arose!"
And we should renew our fervor in carrying the message of
God's iedeeming love.
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MISSIONS AD VANCE 87-89
What are your plans for mission support?
by Don
Plans are already being made in most
churches for revivals, mission trips, Bible
schools, Easter pageants, homecomings and
building programs. Why? The answer is sim -.
pie. Evangelism , Bible teac hing, bui ldi ngs
and fe llowship are important! No one would
de ny that these are all va lid and good.

Moore
fi nance-budget committee or in the business
meeting to see to it that these areas are properly supported. Who "goes to bat" for our
missionaries a round the world? Th e
Cooperative Program has survived a nd sustai ned tremendous programs of missions and
ministry for 62 years. This is amazi ng when

What are your plans for leading your
chu rch to grow in stewa rdship and mission

you realize there is no one to champion the
cause in most of our ch urches like those who

support? It is strange that we feel that it Is
necessary to plan for eva ngelism, attendance
at Bible study, and fellowship, and leave
grO'Nth in stev.-a rdship and mission suppon
to chance. Do -.....e not believe the commandments and promises of God about tithing
and giving that are clearly given in Sc ripture?
Think about it. Why is there no program,
plan or special teac hing effort made in
stewa rdship in most of our c hurches? Is it
lack of mate rial? Is it lack of motiva tion ? Is
it lack of biblical foundation ? Is it that we
know of one or t-.vo who do not agree with
· or appreciate what the Bible says on giving,
and -.....e do not wa nt to cross them? If we only
preach and teac h in those areas whe n there
is total agreement in the chu rch, the re Vv'Ou ld
not be much teac hin g or preaching done.
lfthe youth need transportation, the senior
adults need help, the music program needs
music, and the buildings need a fac e-lift ,
someon e wi ll be present on th e

cha mpion the other causes. Thank God , in
some churc hes there is a pastor or deaco n
or WMU member who knows what is involved and dares to speak as a " voice in the
wildern ess:· Th is is the main reason our
chu rches have conti nued their support .
Money is a most spiritua l matter whe n it
is given to God. He does great things with ·
it a nd blesses the giver! Tota l com mitm ent
involves w hat we do wi th the money God
gives us. A new boldness really needs to
emerge on this spiritual matte r. Someone in
every churc h needs to take the initiative a nd
get a Ta sk Force member to come and help
thei r people understand better God's plan
for financing his work.
This could be the first step toward a great
new day of mission awareness a nd support
in your churc h.
Don Moore is executive director of the
Baptist State Convention.

Ark~nsas

Together for the cause of Christ
by Carroll Caldwell
churches to make these things possible.
The refo re, the crisis.
The Task Force has accepted th e responsibility of alerti ng our churches and encouraging them to respond to the challenge:
missions advance in Arka nsas. We believe
that when Arkansas Baptists see the need ,
the responsibility, a nd the opponunity, they
Will respond cou rageously a nd generously.
To me, th e bea utiful thing about the Task
Force is this: though our theological views
are as va ried and diverse as our professio ns,
we a re absolutely together in ou r concern
for and co mmitm ent to the cause of Christ
in Arka nsas, our nation, a nd our world. O ur
inte rest is not control, but cooperation. O ur
message is not eschatology, but encouragement..We want to share bot h the crisis and
th e chall enge Arkansas Baptists are facing .
.
I ~uld ~rg~ every church m our state convent1on to 1nv1te one ofth~ wonderf~l Task
~rce me mbers to speak m a worship ser·
v.'ce ..our people need to kn_ow that our
s1tuat1o~ can become very ~enous. In for med Baptists are better Bapt1sts.

What a thrill it has been to be associated
with the Task Force of 100! Th is Task Force
is composed of physicians, attorneys, pastors,
church st aff membe rs, cont ractor s,
housewives, farm ers, and businessmen. One
thing that they have in common is that they
are a ll conce rned and committed Southern
Baptists who live in Arka nsas. Southern Baptists are those people whose convention was
creat~ _in 1845 "f~Jr t~e purpose of.elicitin g,
com~1m ng, an~ d 1r~t10g the ~n~rg•es of the
Bapt1st d_e nommatlon of ~ hnst1an s f'!r the
pr?pagat1on of the gospel.. The fo ii?Wing of
th1s purpose broug~t mto ~emg the
Cooperative Program 10 1925 .. SIOce th en,
God has wond erfully a nd glonously b!essed these peopl e called Southe rn B~pt1st~.
HO'Ne'Ver, tod~y Souther~ Bapt_1sts 10
Arkansas are _fac~ng a fin~nclal ~nsls. C?ur
state convention IS comm1tted to mcreasmg
its share of Coope rative Program money to
nation-w ide and wo rld -wide mi ssio ns.
Beca use our local churches are not increasing their Cooperative Program giving propertionately, our state convention's ministries
are begi nning to suffer. We have been directing our state convention to do more, to give
more, a nd to take o n added responsibilities,
and we have not done more through our
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Carroll Caldwell is director of missions for
Southwest Association.

Task force speakers
scheduled in 77 churches
Th ree additional churches have schedul·
ed Tisk Force speakers, bringing the total to
77. These new churches and pastors are
listed below. For more info rm ation, contact
jimmie Sheffield at 376-4791.
First Church, Heber Spri ngs

J· A. Ki rkpatrick
Aighland Heights Church, Benton
Robert McDaniel

Vi my Ridge Im manu el Churc h, Alexa nd er
Ron Mims

Letters to the editor
Not so
This is in reply to the man who wrote an
article entitled, " Who wrote Hebrews?",
stating he thought Priscilla did, a nd that she
was always mentioned before her husband,
which is wrong according to my King james.
He may have been repeating w hat was in
the Presc hoole r Teac he r, w hich was also
wrong. I have two concordances, and I find
them mentioned six tim es, he first three
times and she first three times.
He is first in Acts 18:2, Acts 18 :26, and 1
Corinthians 16:19.
She is first in Acts 18:18, Romans 16:3, and
2 Timothy 4 :19. I do not care w ho says it,
I look it up for myself. I do not claim to know
it all.

Also, figs do not bloom (Hab. 3:17) . I have
had figs for about 40 years, and have never
seen a bloom. The figs grow out at each leaf.
I do not know all the answers, so please
take this in love.-Louise Whitehead,

Redfield

At a chu rch where D.L. Moody was invited
to preach, he was warned that some of the
congregatio n usually left before the end of
the sermon .
When Mr. Moody rose to begin his sermon , he annou nced, " I am going to speak
to two classes of people this morning: first
to the sinners, and then to the sai nts:'
He proceeded to addresss the "si nn ers"
for awhile, then said they could leave. For
once, every member of the co ngregation
stayed to the end of the sermon.
From a sermon in whic h the man of the
cloth touched on the re lationship betweerl
fact an d faith: "That you are sitting before
me in this church is a fact. That I am stan·
ding here speaking from this pulpit is a fact .
" But as fo r fai th, it is only fait h that makes
me believe anyone is listening to me:'

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE

Don Moore

Woman's viewpoint

You'll be glad
to know ...

Mary Ida Tidsworth

What an opportunity is awaiting someone! It' s nonh. It's cold! But it' s wonderful!

An Arkansas pastor and his wife have
been at Emerado,
North Dakota a little
more than a year. He

has baptized 60 people and seen Sunday
School enrollment go

from 167 last September to 297 today.
This is a c hurch next
to an air base with the

ci!'Se5t community 15
miles away at Grand
Forks. Th e base

Moore

chaplain reports there are 1,400 Southern
Baptists on base. The respo nse has been
tremendous, but the needs are great. A full
program of ministries is being maintained
with just the pastor and his wife leading. Office work, cooking, teaching, and training

are all headed up by this couple. Preschool,
day care, nursing home, crisis closet and
many other ministries are being carried on.

This church even has a mission at Hallock,
Minn., the only Southern Baptist work in 20
counties of northwestern Minnesota.
The needs revolve around the constant
turnover of leadership, young airmen wi th
families whose needs are great, but whose
income is small. Nevv Christians who have
not had time to begin practicing tithi ng. No
permanent people to build around as leaders
and supporters.
It would be so great if someone reading
this shou ld feel called to help with thi s fer·
tile fie ld. It is expected that with the placing
of the B·l Bomber on that base, another
6,000 people wi ll be moved there within the
year. Could a retired couple wit h good
health go and helpl Perhaps! Could a church
provide salary for an associate or minister of
music or education to go and work full-time?
Could a team of BSU students helpll believe
some can. Please call my office at 376-4791
if you want to help.
Students everywhere-that's the way to
describe what it was like at Camp Paron for
the BSU Leadership Retreat. Camp Paron can
sleep 200. One hundred additional cots
were borrowed from the scouts to take care
of the 309 ,college and university students
who attended. Great things are happening
wi!h students at BSU. We rejoice in both ou r
leaders and our students.
Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Anrtl 1A. 1A87

'Outside the orbit of Cod'
Leslie Brandt has written a collection of
psalms based on his response to the Psalm s
in Sc rir.t r.:~ re. This collection, Psalms Now, has
spoken to me often. Today I read Brandt's
version of Psalm 78. From it the phrase, "outside the orbit of God :' stuck in my mind .
Brandt describes us as self<entered sheep
who take off on our own. We think we can
find the good life. But we actua lly find hurt
and a hollow life "outside the orbit of God."
"Aha," I thought. The psalmist of Sc ri pture,
Brandt, and those of us who read their words
knCJVo/ about wandering off on our 0\Vn. That
letter I wrote our daughter about her problems in marriage was on my own. The cut·
ting words I spoke to my hu sband were on
my own. I am a foolish sheep that wanders
off.

A space capsule travels in a very narrow
orbit in space. A person who came out of
the capsu le and cut himself loose would be
>.~ery foolish. Cut loose in space is how I feel
when sin separates me from God.
Although I feel "lost in space" after stepping out of the purposes of God, his orbit

is not narrow. God 's orbit comes under the
other meaning of orbi t - "region or scope
of activity, influence, etc: ' My actions outside of his activity and influence bring pain
instead of joy. But because God's region of
influence includes even his rebellious
children, I can reconnect with him.
Could the person "lost in space" feel any
more joy upon being rescued than I find
when I return to God's will for my life? I think
not. Forgiveness, love, praise, and joy fill my
life. How I thank him for pulling me back.
The Easter season reminds us of the great
price God paid to make it possible for us to .
come to him. Why wou ld anyone want to
stay outside the orbit of God's great love and
will?lnsid e that orbit, God wa lks with us in
every circumstance of life. That is joy. May
you have a joyous Easte r within God's orbit.
Mary Ida Tidsworth has taught conversational English for four years and is currently
directo r of International Friendship, Little
Rock. She is a member of Calvary Church,
Little Rock.

Arkansas Baptist Men elect officers-The Arkansas Baptist Men 's Fellowship
group met at Camp Paron recently. Russell Miller, out·going president, presided over
the sessions that included business, inspiration, chaflenges, and seasons of prayer. Paul
Seal, from Mountain Home First Church, led in the worship periods. A layman, M. B.
Howard from Tennessee, told of the many productive construction projects the men's
feflowship group had conducted. Ed Buflock, from the national office of the
Brotherhood, spoke on the work of the National Feflowship. Some of the men present are going to be involved in renovating the chapel at the Booneville Colony where
Chris Copeland serves as chaplain . Officers elected were: (left to right) Alan Mashak,
secretary; Don Gephardt, vice·president; and Emmett Chapman, president.
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update

Arkansas all over
by Mlie Gil / ABN slaff writer

people
Sedric D. Wesson of little Rock has accepted a call to serve as pastor of New
Liberty Church near Blytheville. He is a
gradu'ate of Southern Baptist College,
Arkansas State University, East Texas Bap-

ti st College, Mar<hall, Texas, and
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Wesson , a

native of Crossett, has served as pastor of
c hurches in both Arkansas and Texas.
Eldon Thomas has resigned as minister of
music at Delaware First Church.

Mike Halliday has resigned as pastor of
Immanuel Church, Russellville, effective

June 1. He will move to little Rock,
where he will be a counselor w ith Care
Unit of the Baptist Medical Center.
John Mueller will serve Hot Springs First
Church as a special summer youth
worker. He is a junior at Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Bryan Webb has resigned as pastor of
Hatfield First Church, effective May 10,
to attend Mid-America Seminary. He is a
graduate of Ouachita Baptist University
and has been attending the Seminary
Studies Program at little Rock.
lillian Mathews was honored April S bY
the Ruth Sunday School Class of Calvary
Church, Benton, in recognition of her
service as their first teacher and for her
years of service at the. church, where sh:
is a charter member.
Lee Gwin is servi ng as pastor of Huntington Church, coming there from Bow
legs, Okla. Gwin also has served as
pastor of other Oklahoma and Arkansas
churches. He a nd his wife, Mary
Elizabeth, have two child ren, William
lee, a nd Charlene Kay.
,Gary Akers will begin serving May 1 as
pastor of Pine Bluff Central Church, com ing there from East Churc h, Wynne. He
is a graduate of Southern Baptist College
and Ouachita Baptist University. He at·
tended Mid-America Semina_ry and is participating in the Seminary Studies program of Midwestern Baptist Th eo l ogi~a l
Seminary in little Rock. Akers and h1s
wife, lynn, have a son, Josh .

Carolyn McClendon of the Ba~tist Friend ship House in New O rleans 'tllll be the
leader.
Park Hill Church in North Little Rock
Celebrated 40 years of ministry April 5 by
observi ng the lord's Supper in the morning service and baptism in the evening
service.
Riverside Church in North little Rock
recently ordained Raymond Robinson
and joe Shellnutt to the deacon min istry.
Marion First Church observed a week of
renewal April 12-19 ~ith services led by
Robert Tucker, director of missions for TriCounty Association . Euge ne Ray is pastor.
· Lonoke Church recently approved a proposal to build a new auditorium
estimated to cost approximately
$465,000. A c hurch-wide banquet will be
held April 26 to launch a building fund
cam paign, according to Pastor Ed
Simpson.
Roland Church was in revival April 12-17,
according to Pastor leroy Patterson. Wes
Kent of Arlington, Texas, served as
eva nge list, and David Bell of Maumelle
directed music.
Crystal Hill Church in Little Rock hosted
the handbell choir from Benton First
Church for a concert April 5.
Smackover First Church inaugurated a
new " love Team" visitation program
April 2. The team is composed of eight
members from each Su nday School class.
Marianna First Church youth council has
announced "Super Summer '87" activities Which include vacation Bible
school, a week at Si loam Springs Baptist
Encampment , and a trip to the Gulf
Coast.
little Rock Calvary Church women will
hold a " Gifted to Serve" seminar April
25 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Marjorie
Grober will be leader.

briefly

Wynne Church nine· membe r missio~
team will leave May 4 for Buenos A1res,
,o\rgentina, where th ey will assist missionary Robert Rockett in an evangelistic
crusade. Team members are Pastor
Donald R. Dunavant, Rick Proctor,
Haynes Ragsdale, Billy Garner, and
Robert T~Jcker.

Stuttgart First Church will host a 16-hour
literacy workshop April 24-26 as an
outreach of Centennia l Association.

Elmdale Church at Springdale held a
prayer conference April 9. Tom Elliff,
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pastor of First Southern Church of Del

City, Okla., was leader, according to
Pastor Mark Brooks.
Russellville Second Church women have
organized a Baptist Women's Group
,
under direction of Martha Flud, Woman s
Missionary Union director.
Beech Street First Church in Texarkana
ordained Doug Porte r, minister of youth,
to the preaching ministry April 5.
El Dorado first Church will have an
evangelist/dental/medical mission team in
southeast Para, Brazil, May 10-20. Team
members will be Pastor Mark Coppenger,
Marty Baumgardner, Doug Bradley, Tim
Mason, Wade Parker, Billy Ponder, and
Rick Pyron.
West Helena Church women have
organized a mission action and
fellowship group which will meet for
Bible study and to conduct mission projects both in the community and abroad.
The group met April 7 to assemble e~am
survival kits for members of th e Bapt1st
Student Union at Phillips College.
Corning First Church will observ~ its
100th anniversary with a Centenmal
Celebration May 2-3, according to Pastor
Dennis R. jones. "Old Fashioned Night"
will be observed Saturday evening, beginning with a 6 p.m . country style dinne;
that will be followed by a 7 p. m. serv1ce _,
in the sanctuary. Sunday activities- will include Sunday School, worship service,
and a noon dinner in fe llowship hall.
Rock Creek Church at Mansfield recently
ordained Nelton Henl ey to the deacon
ministry. Participating in the service were
Charl es Whedbee, Johnnie Darr, director
of missions for Buckner Associa tion,
Robert Schlinker, Pastor Charles Scantling, jean Kinard, linda Brown, a nd Gary
Martin .
Concord Association youth will hold a
rally {\pril 2S at Fort Smith Fir<t Church.
Gary Floyd and AI Fike, both of Dallas,
Texas, will be the speaker and mus1c1an .
Lincoln First Church orda ined Jon Martin
and Bob Bush to the deacon ministry
March 29. Pastor Earl Adam s preached
the ordination message, and Phillip
Harold Gateley led the ordination prayer.
Cassville 'church at Nail has completed
an exterior im'prove me nt program that included installation of white vinyl siding.
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One layman's opinion
Daniel R. Grant

Bad news and good news on college-going in Arkansas
Bar graphs and the " new graphics" crank-

ed out by modern computers for television
a nd newspapers are a mixed blessing. They
bring jay into our life when they dramatically
report good news, but they make it very difficult to sweep the bad news und e r the

ca rpet. All of these " news-in-a-nutshell"
graphics are especially great for college
presidents who are inundated with newslette" in the daily mail by the bushel basketful.
One of those newsletters is the Arkansas
Higher Education Review, published by the
Arka nsas Department of Higher Education.

A recent issue brought bad news a nd good
news. Arkansas ranks at the very bottom

among states in the percen tage of collegeage population which attends college. That's
the bad news. The good news is that the
college-goi ng rate in A rkansas inc reased for

the second yea r in a rfYIN, after seve_ra l y~a rs
of d ec reases. In 1982 the rate of high school
graduates in Arkansas going o n to College
was on ly 38.2 percent. NfYIN, after a conce rted effort by the Departm e nt of Higher

Educat io n, in cooperatio n wit h representatives fro m the colleges and uni ve~ities, the
rate has risen to 42.9 percent.
Admittedly, it' s small comfort to know that,
while Arka nsas is on the bottom, we are
begi nning to close the gap between fiftieth
and forty- ninth in the nation.
In th is layman's opi nio n, Ch ristian pare nts
have a strong responsibi lity to be good
stewards, not only of the minds that God
gave them, but of the minds of thei r sons and
daughte~. long before a certain fund-raising
campaign used the slogan, "A mind is a terri·
ble thing to waste," jesus told hi s disciples
the Pa rable of the Tal ents. The good and
fai thful serva nt did not bury hi s talen t. He
developed it for even greate r service than
when the talent was origi nally given by God .
Arka nsas Ch rist ian s, a nd particu larl y
Arka nsas Ba pti sts, need to be more
dedicated and more sac rific ia l in teachin g
a nd he lp ing ou r yo un g people to get a college edu cation . If we a re going to share the
gospel with every person around th e world

Chaplaincy Awareness Conference
May 4-5, 1987

·,.

Camp Paron
Featured Speaker:
Russell Ben nett, Executive Directo r ,
Long Run Bap tist Association ,
Louisville , Kentucky

Dr. Bennett will emphasize the skills of Human Relations in
the context of ministry . His experience includes' serving as
a pastor , Home Mission Board employee , seminary professor, and associational director of missions.
All endorsed chaplains, directors of missions , volunteer
chaplains, and persons interested in chaplaincy ministries are
invited to attend this excellent conference .

Make reservations by April 241
Sponsored by th e Missions Dept., Arkansas Baptist State Convention,
P.O. Box 552,. Little Rock, AR 72203 ; (501)376-4791

April 16, 1987

by the yea r 2000, it is going to take bra inpO\ver that has been trai ned in electronics,
com munications, medici ne, business, music,
computer science, the histories o( all nations,
politica l science, educational methods, and
the la nguages of all peoples, including
biblical Greek a nd Hebrew (to nam e only
a few fie lds of college know ledge).
A bright signa l on the horizon is the news
that new st udent applications to atte nd
O uachita Baptist Unive~ity next fa ll a re run·
ning significantly above this time last year.
If Arkansas Baptists wou ld .take seriously the
two-fold obli gat ion in o ur Churc h Covena nt
("to religiously educate o ur childre n"), both
Ouac hita and Southe rn would have to dou·
ble or triple the ca pacity of their dormitories
a nd classrooms!
Si milarly, there would neve r be a mome nt's hesitation in payi ng the diffe rence
between the tuition at O uachita or Southe rn
and the tuiti o n at ou r state colleges and
universi ti es. Churches would gladly include
"Tuition Equalization Scholarships" in thei r
annual budget to assist their you ng people
to attend O uac hita o r Southern. Churches
would e nthu siastical ly observe On -toCollege Sunday.
Churches would regularly in crease th e
pe rcentage of their budget a llocated to the
Cooperative Program , strengthening Chris·
tia n educatio n. They would follow up the
lottie Moon Ch ri stmas Offe ring wi th the
observance of Make-Your-Wilt Month in january, a nd Christian Educatio n Mont h in February, focusing on suc h questio ns as " How
ca n we help train our you ng people better
to sha re the gospel at hom e and abroad?"
If we could lead o ur churc hes to begin
foc usi ng on even part of the above, ou r
Arkansas bad news would c hange to good
news about sharing th e Good News.
Daniel R. Grant is presid ent of Ouachita
Baptist University.

Television cameras
for sale
Two (2) JVC-KY320, three (3)
Plumicon tubes, less than 50
hours use, less than one year
old . Original cost more than
$30,000. Includes complete studio configuration. Excellent buy
for $22,000. Contact University
Baptist Church , Fayetteville,
(501)442-5312. Ask for Jay.
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Even through cancer, pastor and wife find Cod is with them
by J. Everett Sneed
It appeared on Nov. 17, 1986, that Jerry
Holcomb's condition was terminal. The
physiCian came out of surgery and announced, " The malignancy is inoperable:'
Mrs. Holcomb asked, " Isn' t there anythi ng
that can be done?" The surgeon said, " I'm
going to let you get over the shock of this '
before -.ve discuss it anymore." Later in the
day, the physician did return and talked to
the family about alternative treatment.
The Arkansas Baptist Pastor's Conference,
which precedes the state convention , had
special prayer for Holcomb, pastor of t,he
Cabin Cree k Church in lamar. Mrs.
H olcomb said, " It was about this same time,
standing at the foot of Jerry's bed, that ! was
assured he would live:'
Holcomb first detected something was
wrong when he began to experience weight
loss. It was not unusual for him to gain Or
lose 10 pounds, yet this time he had lost 15
pounds but did not go to see his family
physician.
.
A short time later he was shampooing the
ca rpet of his hou se and started down the
steps to the ba sement w hen his wet tennis
shoes slipped from under him. He hit the
small of his back on three or four of the basement steps. Mrs. Holcomb insisted he go see
their fami ly doctor.
When the physician examined Holcomb,
he found a tumor in his right lung about the
size of a large lemon. With in a few days, the
tum or had enla rged to the size of a large
orange.
H olcomb's family physicia n sent him to
Baptist Medical Center immediately. Surgery
was performed on Nov. 17.
The ma lignancy, located in the right lung,
was squeezing the pulmonary artery. The
origi nal plan had been to remove the right
lung, but when the surgeon discovered that
the malignancy was squeezing the
pulmonary artery, it made surgery impossible. The surgeon feared the pulmonary
artery wou ld collapse before the incision

could be closed .
Holcomb was moved from the fourth floor
of the Baptist Medical Center' to 'the ten th
floor, which is set aside for those who are
taking che m ot herapy and radia t ion
treatment.
Holcomb then began to receive treatment
at CART I (Ce ntral Arkansas Rad iatio n Treatment Institute) . This treatment extended over
a six-week period. Holcomb said, ''The Lord
used the people at Baptist and at CARTI to
minister to us. And we were able also to
minister to others during this time. We came
in contact with many people who had
cancer and did not know Christ as Savior: •

Holcomb recalls that, about half way
through the treatment, he began to feel pain
from the internal burning. He felt no pain
during the treatment itself.
Holcomb received one treatment a day for

30 days, excluding Saturday and Sunday.
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During the treatment, Holcomb received
6,000 units of radiation, o r the maximum a
given pan of the body ca n receive. Th is
mean s Holcomb can never have radiation
in this part of his body again .

The Holcomb's believe it is probable a ll
of the malignancy has been eli minated .
Reports from the physicia ns have all been
positive regarding the success of the
treatment .
Because of the severi ty of the radiation
treatment, Holcomb .was placed on mar·
phine for a period of three weeks. He feels

that, without the morphin e, it would have
been impossible for him to bear the pain.
From the very beginning of the treatment,

a feeding tube was inserted, because the
esophagus was so irritated from the radia·
tion that Holcomb couldn't swal low.
Mrs. Holcomb reca lls th at the worst night
was approximately two weeks after the radiation had been completed. Several medications were given to Holcomb, but he was
never able to sleep. After that, his condition
began to .improve.
On three occasi ons, however, Mrs.
Holcomb was informed th at her husband
might die. She recalls that, in each instance,
she felt confident that her husband would
get weli because she had received thi s
assurance from God.
Holco mb reca lls he had little concern
about dying. He said his wife, judy, conti nually said, "You're not going to die:' Mrs.
Holcomb simply refused to discuss th e death
of her husband wi th anyone.
Holcomb said he did briefly discuss
funeral arrangements with his brother, Bill,
on one occasion. But he said that he had
given only a minimum of thought to the
possibility of hi s dying.
The people at Cabin Creek Church had
also refused to accept th e possibility of their
pastor dying. Holcomb commends the con·
gregation for the excellent way they ca red
for the church and its' pastor's needs. He
said, " 1have some of the best leadership you
would find anywhere in the world . They not
only cared for the church but also for ou r
home."
Whe n Holcomb came home, he had to
sleep in a rec liner for the first few nights. He
reca lls his emotions went up and dawn. " But
my wife;' Holcomb conti nu ed, " saw to it
that my depression wou ld not last long. She
also saw to it that 1ate properly." Radiation
treatment often makes individuals reject
food , but Mrs. Holcomb would stay by
Holcomb's cha ir until he had finished all he
was supposed to eat.
Holcomb's weight fell to 155 pound s from
his normal weight of 160. He has now gained back to approximately 180.
In reflecting over the four months ordeal
(t'NO months in the hospital and two months
since the su rgery), Holcomb said, " I now
have a different perspective. There is a pur-

jerry Holcomb and his wife jud y feel
that, although he was diagnosed as
having terminal cancer in 1986, God
still has work to do through them.
pose for everyth ing, and I can empathize far
bett er with people who are ill than I could
previously:'
Holcomb is th e first pastor of the Cabin
Creek Church. The church was organized in
February 1963 , and the Holcomb's came to
serve the church the following May. Wh en
the Holcomb's came, th e church had approximately 80 members and was ave raging
about 60 in Sunday School. The church nov..
has over 300 members and is averaging approximately 125 in Sunday School and about
225 in the morning worship service.
Holcomb expresses his app recia tion to
everyone for all they have done for him and
his wife. He said, " I particularly want to
thank those who prayed for me. 1 am su re
that, without their prayers, I would not have
lived: '
Holcomb has definite advice for anyone
w ho is seriously ill. He sa id, " First, com mit
your illness to God and remember that you
are in God's hands. Second, if an individua l
has not been born again, it is imperative he
become a Christia n:'
Th ird, Holcomb advises patients to go to
Baptist Medical Center or some other care
facility of equal quality. Fina lly, Holcomb
said, " Get t h ~ best doctor you can and commit the doctor and nurses to the Lord:'
Holcomb emphasized that the lord has a
purpose in all of his activities. He sa id, " We
feel the Lord brought us through this because
he wasn' t finished with us here at Cabin
Creek. We are committed to finish the work
he has for us to do."

J.

Everett Sneed is ed itor of the Arkan sas
Baptist N ewsm agazine.
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Salem First Church celebrates centennial:
the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow

-(Above) With Bible in hand, Boyd Hickinbotham arrived at Salem First Church
April 5 fo r its IOOth anniversary cefebra!ion riding a mule as a reminder of
the mode of transportation used by those who founded the church in 1887.

He was dressed in the simplicity of his forefathers, as was Mrs. Hickinbotham

and others who ga thered on the steps to watch his arrival. Earl Chadwick (upper left) paused at the memorabilia table to read a 1901 membership role on

which he found his grandfather's name listed. Looking toward the fuwre, youth
also VVE"re involved in the spirit of the day. Rebecca Whilfcx:k (lower left), wearing
an old-fashioned bonnet and dress, participated with open Bible in Scripture
reading at the morning worship hour.
Salem First Church chose the theme
" The Same Yesterday, Tod ay and
Forever," to celebrate its 100 years of
service Ap ril 5.
Members were rem inded by Pastor
James Whitlock and larry Bone of lit·
ti e Rock , guest speaker, that the same
God who led their forefathers to
organize Salem First Church was still
leadi ng them in service today and
would continue to lead th em in the
futu re.
" The future of Sa lem First Church is
to be found in our children and youth .
We must teach them God's Word
through indepth Bible study and then
we must train them , placing them in
respo nsible leadership roles in the
ch urch and lovingly assist them as th ey
glorify God through th ei r service,"
Whi tlock said.
Bob Coleman, in afternoon services,
gave as future goals for the church: (1)

BAPTisTRIES
HEATERS. PUMPS

FACTORY DIRECT
TOLL FREE 1·800-261·0679
TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679
FIBERGLASS BAPriSTRY CO

35 11 HIXSONPIK E • CHATIANOOGA. TNS7415
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the in st itution of a program to help the
needy of the community, (2) a visi tation
program to shut-i ns, (3) the enlargement
of its missions vision both loca lly and
world-wide, (4) the estab lishment of an
active library, and (5) to assist in launchi ng a mission ch urch north of Sa lem.
Current ly the Church has an active
Woman's Missionary Union, a weekday
radio program led by Whitlock, and a
va n ministry.
Salem First Church was organized
Feb. 12, 1887, with nin e charte r
members, according to minutes written
by J.F. Barnes in 1905. Th e first church,
a one-room building with a belfr). and
steeple, was built sometime between
1887 and 1905 in the northwest part of
Sa lem on property donated by Mrs.
Alfred Simpson Burgess. Two of her
grea t granddaughters, Mildred Sears
and Vida Copeland, are on the current
membership role.

Van Winkle
Church Furnishings
and Pew Upholstery
Box 501 , Fulton , MS 38843

--·--
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Outside Miss. Toll Free 1-800-821 ·7263
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Christian Life Commission exec testifies on lottery advertising
by K.lthy Palen
a.tlll )ofM Committee on l'vbHc AH.tln

WASHING10N (BP)-The head ;,f the

Southern Baptist Christian life Commission

)nfluence laws in other states, he added.
"Advertising for state-oper3ted lotteries
could become a powerful force for changing the laws of other states;• he testified .

CLC Exe<;:utive Director larry ,Baker,

"This advertisi ng, conducted by an agency
of one state, would become a form of
governm ent- subsidized propaganda in
another state. The neutra lity required by present law better serves the interest of state self-

testified April 2 before the Hou se Subcommittee on Adm ini strative law and Govern-

determination.''
Baker described casi no advertising as

urged a House subcommittee to reject proposed legislation that would loosen federal
restrictions on advertisement of various
forms of gambling.

"even more troublesome: · Noting state after
state has refused to legalize such gambling,
he said, uSome of the consequences of
casino gambling can cut across state lines
and contribute to problem concerns for
other states:·
In concluding his testimony, Baker pointed
to a resolution adopted during the 1986 sac
an nual meeting in Atlanta. The resolution
voiced opposition to legislation that would
eliminate lottery advertisi ng restrictions.

mental Relations on th e proposed lottery
Advertising Cla rification Act of 1987 (H .R.
1568). The bill-sponsored by subcommit-

tee chai rman Barney Frank, 0-Mass.-'NOuld
amend feder,allaw to allow additiona l adver·
tising of state.:8perated lotteries, casinos and

Start a Cradle Roll and grow ...
by reaching into the homes of babies and children
under two through love and concern for the family.

c haritable gambling.
"The most troublesome part of this legisla·tjo n ~ its removal of interstate advertising

Cradle Roll Workshops

proht bitions;· Baker testified. ''The argument
that the federa l government should not be

for anyone interested in starting or
maintaining a Cradle Roll ministry.

concerned about regulation fails to
acknowledge the possible entanglements
whic h wou ld result if gambling activiti es in
o ne SIS~te could lega lly adverti se their activities in other states which do not have
legalized gambling:'
·

May 11
May 12
May 14

Baker said present federal law provides the
best assu rance of neutrality si nce it strikes
a balance between allowing states that wa nt
' legalized gambling to have it and providing
states that do not want it the opport un ity to
avoid the conseq uences associated with
lega lized ga mbling. Inte rstate advertising of
legal gambling operations also could

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Conferences led by:
Rhonda Huff, minister of children
Council Road Church, E!ethany, Okla.
Pat Ratton, preschool consultant
. Sunday School Dept., ABSC

Resident Manager Needed
Camden

Immanuel Church, El Dorado
Park Hill Church, North Little Rock
First Church , Ozark

Sponsored by the Sunday School Dept., ABSC

Emergency Receiving

Home is looking for mature Christian
couple with no children living at
home. Work 10 days, off four. Husband may be employed. For details,
call m-1896 or write Arkansas Baplisl Family and Child Care Services,
P.O. Box 912, Hope, AR 71801 .

If you're looking for

an alternative to abortion,
the Edna Gladney Home
will look out for you.
- auractive modern apartments
- secure landscaped campus
- cost based on ability to pay
- licensed adoption agency
- total confidentiality
- private: accredited hospital
- professional counseling
- career development opportuni ties
CaiJ night or day for further
information: 1-800-443-2922.
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18761Jnn
• Affordable
• Capable
• Quality

• Personal
SeiVice

We are eeger to serve families and groups
looking for quality lodging and service

with • Chrlstlon •~re. l.a'Lheated

~~:'n~ ~~~ealsfor

=::~~::~~~:~~rl.s

really special

1876 Inn

Rt. 1, Box 247

~-::.~~~'2

(501) 253-7183

Call toll-free for reservations

1-800-643-3030
ARKANSI\S BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE

--

BJCPA study committee works on final report

by Mal'\/ Knox
NASHVILLE, Tenn . IBP)-The report on a

study of Southern Baptist participation in the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs is

almost complete, the chairman of the special
committee that is conducting the study said .
The nine-member fact-finding committee

was appointed in September by the Southern
Baptist Convention Executive Committee. It

has been charged with studying the relation-

ship between the denomination and the
Baptist Joint Committee, a religious liberty
advocacy organiza tion composed of
representatives from nine Baptist bodies in

the United States and Canada.
The fact-find ing committee was formed in

response to an effort at the 1986 SBC annual
meeting to sever ties between the conven-

tion and the Baptist Joint Committee and
establish an " exclusive Southern Baptist
presence" in Washington .
The study committee d rafted its final
report during a meeting Ma rch 27 in
Nashville, Tenn ., and a three·member
writing team worked on the final version
March 28, said Chairman Gary Young, pastor
of First Southern Chu rch of Phoenix, A riz.
As soon as the report is typed, a copy will
be sent to each member of the fact-

fi nding committee, and that group will hold
a telephone conference call to secure its final
approval , Young said . Then the report will
be sent to members of the Executive Committee and released through Baptist Press,
the denomination' s news service, he added .
" We hope this final release will take place
before May 1, which is 45 days before the
SBC annual meeting," he said.
The final report " will include an introduction, a description of our meetings ana procedures, the scope of our research, information relative to the SBC Public Affairs Committee and our recom menda tion concerning the revision of Bylaw 18, a report of o ur
committee find ings and our com mittee's
recom mendations;' Young said.
The SBC Public Affairs Committee is the
15-member group th ro ugh which Southern
Baptists relate to the Baptist Joint Committee. Bylaw 18 of the SBC constitution governs
the formation of the Public Affairs
Committee.
The proposed bylaw revision would increase the size of the Public Affairs Committee in accordance with a recent Baptist join t
Committee restructuring plan. Consequent·
ly, the SBC representation on the Baptist Join t
Committee would inc rease from 15 to 18
members. The revision also would dec rease

sac

the number of
agency heads who hold
permanent seats on the Public Affairs Committee from seven to six , do away with two
other seats available to agency heads on a
rotating basis and increase the number of at
large positions from five to 12.
The bylaw revision already has been approved by the Executive Committee and will
be presented to messengers to the SBC annual meeting June 16-16 in St. louis.
The fact-fi nding committee' s report is the
result of th ree commissioned research
st udies, hund reds of pieces of information
submi tted to the com m ittee by ind ivid uals,
two p ublic hea rings and two brai nstorming
sessions, Young said. Documen tatio n for the
study fi ll s a large suitcase.
As custom dictates, messengers to the SBC
annual meeting w ill receive o nly the committee's recommendations, as a·pproved by
the Executive Comm ittee j une 15, Young
said. He noted cost and logistics of p rinti ng
and distri buti ng the lengthy report to all SBC
messengers is prohibi tive. HOWf!Ver, the fu ll
report will be the basis of the Baptist Press
account of the fact·fi nd ing committee's
research and recommendations, he said. The
full report also w ill be available to individuals
by req uesting it from the Executive Com mittee, 901 Comerce, Nashville, TN 37203.

~~;~
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God's Word For Today's Woman
a conference for women
with Kay Arthur

Tuesday, May 5

8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., 7- 9 p.m.

Registration: $13
Evening session is not a continuation of day session
For more information, contact Frances Goza at 227-0010
Register by April 27
Kay Arthur is a teacher, author,
conference speaker, and the cofounder of Precept Ministries. She
is lhe aulhor of 25 Precept Upon
Precept inductive Blble study
courses and seven books, Including Lord, I Want To Know You

and How Can I L/va?

~. (f)!;,d;
rer~fW'~ ~
62 Pleasant Valley Drive
Little Rock, Arkansas 72212
Dr. John B. Wright, pastor
April 16, 1987
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Missionary couple
robbed at gunpoint
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay (BP)-Two men
who gained entrance on the pretense of ask·
ing for food robbed Southern Baptist missionaries Jimmy and Peggy Bartley of money
and other items vaJ ued at $1 ,600.

Baptist hospital ·sold to Jordanian government ··
AjlOUN, jordan (BP)-The hospital that inaugurated Baptist work in jordan 35 year1

Disappointment lingers among Jordanian
Baptists over the sale, Ballenger said . But he

ago closed March 1 but is expected to

believes they have "faced the realities which
have made (it) reasonable and necessary:•
The hospital had been suffering from a
declining patient load . Its capacity was pared
down from 50 to 30 beds in 1978. Even so,
the average inpatient load was 15 to 20. last
year, the hospital treated nearly 2,500 inpatients and 9, 750 outpatients.
Contributing to the drop in patients is the
Jordanian government's policy of p rovidi ng
fr~ health care, although the nearest
government hospitals are more than an hour
away. The government had announced plans.
to open a 24-hour diagnostic medica l clinic
in Ajloun .

reopen soon under the d irection of the Jordanian government.
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board completed the $1.5 million sale of
The Bartleys, from laGrange, Ga. , and
!Japtist Hospital at Ajloun to the Jordanian
Harlingen, Texas, were in their home in
government in March.

Montevjdeo, Uruguay, preparing to leave for

their church' s Wednesday night· service

March 18

~hen

the robbers appeared.

After gaining entrance, the men displayed
a gu n and a knife, dema nding all the money
in the hou se. Included in the money taken
was $75 in offerings from the p revious Sunday service which Bartley was taking to the
church treasurer and $250 in funds from the
Baptist Theological Seminary where he is the
administrato r.
The robbers also took Bart ley's car and
house keys, two tape recorders he uses to
record a daily radio program, four pairs of
tennis shoes and Mrs. Bartley's jfYIE! Iry. Then

they locked th e coupl e in the bathroom.
This was the first time in mo re than 33
as missionaries that the Bartleys had

y~ars

been robbed.

""'' SoundSystems
\~lrfl''\.
~Vc; 'dl~
For Churches

It was the only hospital capable of full
emergency care in Ajloun, a city of 6,000
people. But government officials have said
they intend to reopen the hospital as quickly as possible, probably sometime in April ,
sai d lsam Ballenger, the board 's vice presi·

dent for Europe, the Middle East and North
Africa.

Houseparents needed:
Arltan~s Baptist Home for Children
Needs couples to minister to the needs of boys and girls
Prefer middle-t~ged couples with the experience of rearlnq thei r own children
Individual family life cottt~ge for each age group
Excellent staff quarters In cottt~ge that will accomodate couples only
Questions and Interest should be addressed to Charlie Belknap,
P.O . Box 180, Monticello, AR 71655; phone (501) 367-5358
• Couples desiring to serve 2 or 3 years as a mission project will be considered

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Factory Direct
Simple lnstaUation
CALL COLLECT 501-354·1892
LANCO INDUSTRIES

enior Adult Celebration

RT. 2 BOX 87 • MORRILTON, AR 72110

_

.:..=•

Thursday • Saturday, May 28-30

gil::: Ouachita Baptist University

=-

·

·_c:QL)...=mo~-

Campus, Arkadelphia
.

For senior adults and their leaders

~~begins with banquet, 6:30 p .m . Thursday
~

adjourn at noon Saturday

-

Program features:
0 Leadership conferences
0 Inspirational messages

0 ·"Afong the Way" ... testimonies

0 Fellowship and recreation
0 Hobby fair

0 Outdoor "Chuck Wagon' barbecue

0 The return of "Sam and Jesse"
supper Saturday evening

Registration Information

speaker

0 Registration $20
Includes banquet, barbecue, breaks

0 Rooms available on -:arr.pus
$3.50 per person per night (double)
$5.50 per person per night (single)

Send reserVations to
Church Training Department
P.O. Box 552
Little Rock, AR 72203
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Dr. Blllv· White
Second Baptist Church
Lmle Rock
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Invitation
to

Bible Study
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Outreach
Bible Study
Clinics
Monday, May 11
Pine Bluff
Watson Chapel Church
Springdale
Elmdale Church
Tuesday, May 12
Jonesboro
Central Church
Texarkana
Hickory Street Church
7 to 9 p.m.
Conferences led by
Gordon Donahoe
and David Apple,
consultants with the
Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board
for pastors, staff,
Sunday School directors,
and all church leaders
Sponaored by tho
ABSC Sunday School Dept.

DEPRESSED?
Wanda Stephens, M.D.
Christian Psychiatrist
501-225·9750
Aprll18, 1887

Zambia's Rhodes

~cholar

by Cr•is Bird
SIC.,_..~Ioard

LUSAKA, Za mbia (BP)-Zambia's lone
Rhodes scholar fo r 1987...a8 is an integral part
of Baptist student ministries at the Universi·
ty of Zambia.
Monde Muyangwa, 23, will enter·Oxford
University in london in October to pursue

a master's degree in international relations.
She was selec ed fro m among hundreds of
applicants fot the prestigious scholarship.
She was graduated from the University of

Zambia (UNZA) in july 1966 and began
working with Southern Baptist missionaries
Lonnie and Fran Turner later that summer.

"We hired Monde beca use of her Christian commitment, her perso nality and her
high moral standards," Turner says. Much of
her time is spent counseling female students
dealing with moral pressures on the
4,000-student campu s.
Freshm e n girls are a special interest group
fo r Muyangwa. " During your first yea r at
UNZA it' s easy to fall into the way things are
done;' she explains. "The urban setti ng puts
a lot of pressure on, but that's pa rt of life and
you have to dea l with it as best you ca n.
Zambians watch ' Da llas' and ' Dynasty' (on
television) and think that is the way to live.
" People ask me why I don't get a 'real' job,
bul I enjoy helpi ng people develop-and I
hate working in a n office all the time," she
says. "Sc hool years determine a lot of a per·
son's cha racter. I believe this is a 'real' job."
Turne r says Muyangwa is very effective:
" The fe ma le st udents relate to he r because
she's been where they a re. She knows the
pressure on girls to dri nk a nd be sexually

Baptist student worker

immoral. She understands the cultural adjustment of movi ng from a rural-o riented ,
close, extended family to a campus environment where all the old rules a re cha llenged
but new rules aren' t firmly in place:·
Muyangwa saw newspaper advertisements
about the Rhod es scholarship and applied ,
"even though I didn't expect to hea r back."
In January she was notified she had made
the "short list" of six candidates and was told
to write two papers and submi t them to th e
committee.
"The committee spent about 30 minutes
intervievoJing the other ca ndidates, and when
I was finis hed in TO mi nutes I knevoJ I had
blown it," she remembers. ''We Y¥ere told
Y¥e'd be notified withi n a week and I prayed
and asked God to hurry. I told my niece thal
if the letter came when I wasn' t home, not
to open it if it was a big one1a rejection) but
if it was a small one to open it and then come
find me and te ll me."
Instead , the very next day, a medium·sized
envelope arrived. He r niece d idn' t know
what to do, and Muyangwa did not lea rn she
had wo n until she got home from work at
10 p.m.
Her only previous trips out of Zambia have
been into the neighboring countries of Zimbabvote and Malawi and he r only airplane
ride " was when I was a little girl - 1 rea lly
can't remember it."
Altho ugh Turner regrets losing Mu ya ngwa
fro m the stude nt ce nte r staff, he is thrilled
by her stay at Oxford. He expects it to allow
he r to make an even greater impact as a
Christian in Zambia in futu re years.

db

Two Simultaneous
Workshops
~
Monday • Friday
May 18 -22

MA.T~AIIua.Du

MUCTO...,...,......,._

On the campus of Ouachita Baptist University

MasterLife

MasterBuilder

Registration fee $82.50
A ccompanying spouse $72.50

Registration fee $50
per ch urch up to fo ur persons
plus $17.65 fo r materials

Lodging available o n campus
$3 .50 per night double occupancy

$5 ~ 50

per night single

For Information or reservation, write
Church Training Department
P .O. Box 552, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203
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Lessons for living
Work

Convention Uniform

Life and

Raised from the dead

The living Lord

Evidence of the resurrection

by Erwin L McDonald, Arkansas Baptist

,by Harry T. Kennedy, Calvary Churdl, Hope

Newsmagazine editor emeritus

Basic passage: Luke 24:1-11

Basic passage: Luke 23:50 to 24:12

Focal passage: Luke 24:5-&a
Central truth:-·The power of the Christian
life comes from the discovery that Jesus is
alive.

by jimmie Sheffield, Arkansas Baptist State
Convention associate executive director
Basic passage: john 18:38-20:31

fuCa! passage:Luk~ 23:55 to 24:11
Central truth: Jesus conquered death; he is
risen .

'

Bible Book

In his great chapter about the resurrection

The jewish Sabbath has come to an end
a nd we find certain women , Mary
Magdelene (Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1 ; jo. 20:1),
Mary the mother of James (Matt. 28:1; Mark
16:1), and Salome (Mark 16:1)-coming to
as pary of the backgro.u!1d for today' s lesson. anoint the body of jesus. Their love was so
great,
they wou ld not miss the opportunity
(1)' Ca rin& for the dead Savior (lu.
to complete the burial process that gave a
23:50-56)
sense of respect (or the dead. They had been
Time and space permit only a mention
so overwhelmed by the death of-Jesus at
here of a distinguished member of the
Calva!)', that they had apParently forgotten
Sanhedri n who had not consented to the acthe resurreCtiOn promise of jesus. The events
tion against Jesus-Joseph of Arimathaea (vv. of that morning were to change the entire
50-53) and of his lovi ng deed in the burial
course of the gospel message. After this day,
of j esus. (See john 19:39 for anoth er
there Yo'Ould be no question about the claims
Sanhedrin member who assisted).
of jesus as being the Messiah , as well as the
The loya lty of the women mentioned here power that he had! The discovery of a living
. is an eternal credit to womanhoo<fat its best Lo rd is what the celebration of this day is all
and presents one of the greatest examples about for Christians.Jhat's why we worship
of the abiding quality of true love.
on Sunday, the Lord's Day, in celebration of
(2) Finding the empty tomb (lu . 24:1-7)
the resurrected Christ who completed the
pay of God's redemptive plan for mankind.
~-The highli ght of this passage is found in
Ju st as these women discovered the tomb
the message of an angel to the sorrowin g
women: "Why seek ye the living among the to be empty, they were asked a startling
dead? He is not here, but is risen .. :· (vv. question, " Why do you seek the living
among the dead?" The c hall enge of this
5b-6a).
As a result of the Lord's resurrection fall- question causes us to fac~our approach to
ing on Sunday, the first day of the week, this the Easter account. 'Jesu y ill not be found
day almost immediate ly became the new in the place of lifelessness. He has come to
day of worship and rest and has thus been release us from the emptiness of dead
religion and powerless living. "He is not
observed by most Christians ever si nce.
here, but is risen!" is the declaration of our
(3) Sharing the good news (lu. 24:!l-11l
faith.
As a reward for their faithful and devoted
No longer are we following one teacher
service to their lord, this faithful and devoted or hero of the past. No longer do we spend
gi-oup of women had the thrilling assignment "time compa ring one religion after another
and wo nderful privilege of being the very in hopes of finding the answer to life. No
firSt to carl)' the good tidings of the resur- longer do we look for a better life to pattern
rection to the world, beginning with the ours after because he is not among tl.e dead!
apostles. In this they "showed the.way" for
The celebration of Easter re mind s us that
their fellow Christians of evel)l generation , Jesus is true to his word and is a living
iricluding those of us now living and all who presence in our life o nce we accept him as
are to live after us.
··
our Savior.
Why is it that women, far more than men,
No wonder
these women returned with an
1
are among the most faithful worshipers and account of their experien ce that was so
givers and doers in the week-to-week and packed with emotfo n and exciteme nt th at
year-in -and-year-aut services of the local they vvere not believed. ,No wonder Peter ran '
churches? Surely thi s is not as it should be. to the tomb a nd marveled. NO wonde r a
For Christ died for th e atonel""flent of all of world can be turned arouhd when we, too,
us and he is the livi ng a nd reigni ng lord of discover the living lord. Then we have
something to really "celebrate."
all of his followers, not just the women!
of Christ and the significance of this tremen-

dous event'for f!Very person who ever lives,
Paul u s·~ the frrst 11 verses to prese nt the
facts of the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-11). Read thi s

n. ....................... ......,... . . ~bc:twt.
tlln ....... ~ ...... Coprrtc;C....,..,..CoundlofEG.otlon.UIIdbJ~
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Focal passage: john 20:1-8,11-16
Central truth: The em pty tomb and Jesus'
appearance to Mary are evidences of his
resurrection .
Jesus is alive! The message of the resurrection rings loud and clear today just as it did
on that Sunday described in john 20. We
need to proclaim that wonderful truth just
as the early disciples told thei r world.
Mary Magdelene could hardly wait until
Su nday morning. She had to wait for the
Sabbath to conclude before she could make
the trip to the tomb. She loved jesus very
deeply and probably wanted to pay tribute
to him again.
When she arrived at the tomb, she found
the large stone that sea led the tomb rolled
away. Mary's first reaction was to tell
someone. She chose to share the good ne.vs
with Peter and John .
Peter and John literally ran to the empty
tomb. Can you imagine the excitement they
felt in their hearts. John reached the tomb
first but would n't enter. Peter didn't even
slow down . He ran right into the tomb.
They found the burial linens all in place
with the head cloth rolled up by itself (20:7).
The sc ripture indicated that when John saw
the situation he "believed" (20:8). He believed that Christ had risen though he did not
understand the scripture that said he must
ri se from the tomb (20:9).
The disciples left, but Mary remained at
the tomb. She was broken hearted. She just
knew that someone had taken Jesus' body
(20:13).
Note that jesus chose to revea l himself first
to Mary, not any of his apostles. When Jesus
called Mary by her name, she recognized
him immediately. She ca lled him, "Teacher' '
120:16).
The evidences of Jesus' resurrection are
many. The empty tomb, the e mpty grave
line ns, and the head cloth rolled up serves
as good evidence. The angel's message to the
women should have supported the truth that
Jesus had risen from the dead (lu . 24:4-7).
Finally, the appea ra nce of jesus to Mary
presented the ultiinate evidence. This was
an eye witness. Later, Jesus would appea r to
all the apostles to proVe his resurrection.
As jesus told Mary to tell the other>, let
each one Who has met Christ'" personally
share the good news-jesus "Christ is alive!

n.llllonllbMIGonlhiLIIni'MIIt~b"Souehlm~

Thll-.otl~ll'*'dOI'IItllltilloolllltudytorSouthem
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The Emmaus encounter

Witness to

bY Erwin

by Harry T. K.ennedy, Calvary Church, Hope
Basic passage: Luke 24:30-39,45-48
Focal pas~ ge: luke 24:45-48
Central truth : When Jesus is allowed to
open our understanding to the scriptures;
they become ali~ with mea ning and purpose. The purpose is to share a witn ess to
o ur world.
The events of ou r passage are part of that
first Easter. As soon as the wo rd of the resurrection comes to the disciples, they begin to
move about the area. Two of th ese disciples
are on the road to Emmaus and unknOW'ingly
wa lk with Jesus. As they share a meal wit h
him , Jesus breaks the bread, blesses it, and
gives it to th em. Immediately their eyes are
opened and Jesus va nishes. The t¥10 suddenly realize why the Scriptures seemed to havesuch power as Jesus spoke to them o n the
road. They had to hurry to Jeru sa le m to
witness this event to the disc iples.
Excitement must have illuminated the ir
report of the events as the men listen and,
suddenly Jesus appears. In similar fashion,
each man is startled and frightened as they
though t they were seei ng a ghost. Yet, Jesus
ca lms their fears a nd assures them that he
is flesh and blood and they need not fear to
to'uc h him .
He fu rther proves him self as real, by eating
before them and as wit h the two disciples
on the road to Emma us, he opens the Sc riptures to them. Sudde nly they hear and comprehend the Wo rd of God. The same comprehension that comes to all who will allow
the Scriptures to be part of their life. Only
then wi ll we learn it's design is to set you
free Uo. 8:31-32) as well as in struct us in a
life of fruitbearing Uo. 15:4-5,8).
jesus does not hesitate to remind his
disciples that they have a God given message
that is to be preached to all the world, beginning whe re theY live. That mandate to
witness has never changed over 1900 years.
We ca n go around it all we wa nt, but God
will never release us from hi s comm and to
tell the world of the living Christ.
This is a tremendous responsibility that can
o nly be ca rried out as we move under the
auth o rity of jesus' na me. As we share as colaborers in this .responsibility, we are to leave
nobody out as the object of ou r witn ess.
Jesus is the only way of Sa lvat ion and o nly
hope for the world in which th ose disciples
lived and for the world in whic h we live today. Have you shared a witness of the living
Lord recently?

L McDonald, Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine editor emeritus
Basic passage: Luke 24:13-49
Focal passage: l uke 24:13-19,20-35

Central truth: Jesus proved his resurrection

to his disciples by his personal appearance
and his teaching.
Only Luke gives us the detai ls of this appearance of the ri sen lord. Internal evidence
indicates that luke must have gotten his information for this account from one of the
two disciples from Emmaus, most likely from

Cleopas.
(1) A walking conve rsation (lu . 24:13-19)
The two disciples mentioned here ap-

pa rently had been present when the Vv'Omen
had given the news of thei r visit to the empty tomb (v. 9). But they were not at all con-

vin ced that th e Lord was ri sen. It was probably due to their continuing great sorrow

that they failed to recognize Jesus.
(2) A wayside explanation (Lu. 24:27-29)
The Emmaus disciples, like most of the
Je'vVS of thei r day, had envisioned the Messiah
as one who would come to give th eir nation
freedom from the oppressive yoke of Roman
rule and establish a great and powerful ea rthly ki ngdom. Jesus' freque nt reference to
his role as sufferi ng serva nt, so defi nite ly a
part of the O ld Testament prophesies concerning him , had been interpreted by the
rabbis as being applicabl e to the nation of
Israel, not to the Messia h. It is ironic that the
disciples of jesus, the lord's spec ific teaching
notwithstanding, were not able to accept
and understanding his death o n the cross until after he was ri sen fro m the grave.
(3) A mea lt ime revelation (lu. 24:30-35)
In his resurrection body, jesus was able to
be seen, to touch and be touched-even to
eat. But no longer was hi s body limited as
it had previously been by tim e and space.
NOW' he cou ld appear and disappea r instantly, without the opening or closing of doo rs.
So, when his hosts had their eyes opened,
with his returning of thanks and breaking of
bread at the evening mea l in their home, he
sudden ly was no lo nger with them. But, actually they now rea lized he was with them
fo r all eternity. No longer were they tired or
sorrowful. Despite the lateness of the day,

they immediately an d joyfully began their
return trip to Jerusalem to give their own
witn ess to the assembled apostles.
What evidence do you and I have, in these
dwi ndling yea rs of the 20th century, that the
Lord rea lly is risen and reigning?
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a living Lord

Do the wicked really suffer?

lt'-donthiUII .-.I 'MirtturTbUnlor&ou~Mm-.w
CludM, COfiJTIVH b\'tlw ...,. Scl'loolllolrddthllouttwm
tlttCo!Mntlon • .Unc;.ta~IJMdbypermlllion.

a.

by Jimmie Sheffield, Arkansas Baptist State
Convention assodate executive director
Basic passage: Job 15:1-21:34
Focal passage: Job 18:5-8; 19:23-27; 21:7-16
Central truth: Job's respo nse to the traditional teaching that the wicked are always
punished illustrates that material success is
not always based on faithfulness.
·
The three sets of scripture in the focal
passage have three different themes. Bi ldad,
in Job 18:5-8, claims emphatically that the
wicked will be punished!"
Bildad used three illust rations to make hi s
point. First, he says the wicked man' s light
wi ll go out. We use that thought today when
referring to someone who is knocked out in
a fight o r in a sporti ng event. Bildad uses it
in the sense of death.
The second illu st ration dea ls with the way
a person wa lks. At first the wicked ma n is
su re of where he is going and what he is doing. Bu t, as his wickedness catches up with
him , he begins to stumble. He is not so sure
of his direction. Eve ntu ally, he fa lls.
The third illu stration shows how
wickedness is like a trap. Eventually the wicked pe rson steps into a trap....:' 'a" net (v. 8),
a sna re (v. 9). The point of these illust ratiOns
by Bildad is that the wicked will pay for their
wicked ness.
Job responds to Bi ldad in the second
passage of sc riptu re in focus for this session.
In Job 19:21-22, Job cries for pity from his
friend s, not persecutio n o r torment. Job indicated that God had already persecuted
him enough. What he needed now were
friends who wou ld support him .
The thi rd set of sc riptu res in the foca l
passage deals with job's thoughts about the
wicked no t bei ng punished. Job wrestles
with the question: " Why does God let evil
men live, let the m grow old and prosper?' ~

Uob 21:7,TEVl
Job said seve ra l things about the wicked:
They have child ren and gra ndchildren.
They do not experie nce disaster.
They never have to live in terror.
Their catt le breed and give birt h without
trouble.
Their children are hea lthy and enjoy life.
They die wi th suffe ring. ..
They tell God to leave them alone.
In wrestling with th ese thoughts, Job concludes that he cannot ~~£.ept their way of
thin king and livi ng. Do the wicked really suffer? We need to examine th:s q uestion

thoroughly.
Thlt IMD'IIl'Mt"*lllt bleed ontN BlllllootSturfy torlouttwm
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Every Re:•ldent Family Plan glues
churches a premium rate when they send
the Newsmagculne to all their resident
house holds . Resident famflles ore

calculated to be at least one-fourth of the
church's Sunday School enrollment. Chur·
ches who send only to members who re ·
quest a subscription do not qualify for this
lower rate of $5 .52 per year for each
subscription .
A Group P,Jan (formerly called the

Club,Pianl allows church members to get
a better than indluidu'al rate when 10 or
more of them send their subscriptions
together through their church . Subscribers
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Plan to collect tax from churches appears dead

Subscriber Services
The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine offers
subscription plans at three different rates :
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through the group plan pay $6.12 per year.
Individual subscriptions may be pur·
chased by anyone at the rote of $6.48 per
year. These subscriptions are more costly
because they require lndluldual aUention for
address changes and renewal notices.
Changes of addrus by Individuals
may be made using the form above, whlc'h
appears regularly In this space.
When lnqutrtng about your subscrlp·
tlon by fflall, please Include the address
label.
call us at (501) 376·4791 , ext.
5156. Be prepared to glue us your code
fine information.
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retreats, weddi ngs and funerals, if those services are offered for fixed fees.
But a special study commission , whlch
si nce December has been reevaluating the
exempti ons, has recommended that churches not be included in the new law.
"What the commission did vvas pic k up
the governor's package," TO\Ynsend said.
Martinez's proposed budget does include
sa les tax on some professiona l services but
not those performed by c hurc hes. In addi·
tio n to bypassi ng non- profit organizations
that qualify under section 01(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, the governor also exempted medical and social services, insura nce and some other services.
If as expected the House Finance and Taxation Committee adopts the recom mendations of the study commission , the commit·
tee likely will ask the state legislature to
reinstate th e exemption for churches.
Final word on the committee's intentions
will have to wait until all its work on the sales
tax bill is completed later in Ap ril. Both the
Hou se and Senate then wi ll have to app rove
any amendment.

Court rejects challenge to religious dress law

Little Rock, AR
72203

..JQH(.o.j

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (81')-Fiorida's attempt
to force churches to colleci sa les tax apparently has fizzled.
Following the lead set in Gov. Bob Martinez's proposed budget, the Florida Ho use
FiRance and TaXation Committee is expected
to propose that the state retain the law that
exempts churches and other non-profit
groups from cha rging sales tax on services
they provide.
" There is no sentime nt to tax the services
rendered by churches;' said Bill Townsend ,
general counsel for the Department of
Revenue in Tallahassee. "They will have th e
same status they currently enjoy."
The sales-tax exemptions for c hurches and
other non-profit groups were cancelled late
last year when the Florida legislature voted
to raise revenue by forcing accountants, dry
cleaners and most other service-o riented
professions to charge customers sales tax.
The new law, which will take effect July
1, reportedly would force churches to collect sales tax on certain activities, such as

WASHINGTON (BP)-The Supreme Court
has refused to hear a chall enge to an Oregon
law that prohibits public schoolteachers
from weari ng religious dress in th e
classroom.
By a 6-3 vote, the justices di smissed the
appeal of a Eugene, Ore., teacher w ho was
fired for wea ring,traditional Sikh garb-white
clothing and a white turban-on the job. .
Janet Cooper, who also lost her Oregon
teaching certificate, challenged the state
statUte, contending it violated her First
Amendment right to the free exe rcise of
.
religion.
Cooper first took her case to the state appeals court, which upheld the law's provision for suspension from teaching duties. But
the court ruled revocation of a teaching certificate was a greater sanction than needed
to maintain a school district's religious

neutrality.
The Eugene School District appealed to
the Oregon Supreme Court, which reversed the lower court's decision holding the
statute " when correctly interpreted and applied" was a valid penalty. The state's high
court said the law was needed "to avoid giving children or their parents the impression
that the school (approves) the religious commitmeQt of one group and perha ps finds that
of others less worthY:'
The court said a teacher could wea r a simple religious symbol, such as a crucifix or
Star of David , and on an occasional basis
could even wear more elaborate religious
dress.
justices William j. Brennan Jr., Thurgood
Marshall and Sandra Day O'Connor voted
to hea r arguments in the case. Supreme
Court rules require the vote of at least fou r
justices to grant review. (86-701 , Cooper v.
Eugene School District)

High court to review Falwell-Flynt case
WASHINGlDN (BP)-The Supreme Cou rt
has agreed to review a case involving televisio n evangelist Jerry Falwell a nd Hustler
magazine publisher larry Flynt.
The high court w ill determine if a lower
court was correct in awarding $200,000 to
Falwell, who cilleged an advertisi ng parody
in Flynt's magazine caused him "emotio nal
disfress: ' A key issue wi ll be whether individuals who ·have not been libeled still can
recover damages for published opinions or
parodies that cause them emotional distress.
Falwell-founder of Moral Majority, which
now is known as Uberty Federation-filed a

·'I''

$45 million sui t against Fl ynt and Husrler for
libel , invasion of privacy and jntentional infliction of emotiona l distress because of a
parody, published in the magazine's
November 1983 and March 1984 issues, that
portrayed Falwell as an incestuous drunkard.
During a 1964 trial, Falwell testified he was
very angry and ' 'felt like weeping" when he
saw the parody. Flynt, who testified on
videotape, said one of his objectives in
publishing the parody was to "assassinate"
Falwell's reputation.
Argum ents in the case w ill be heard during the Supreme Court's 1987-68 term.
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